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"i. 0 Charismatic 33eace negotiators" the headlines in t henmorning paper 


night read, for they orovc it. Coinciding with the beginning of the "tet" trues, 


marking the celebration o the lunar n9W ye r in Vietnam, which began this m rning, 


are a series of stories which will be taken by the other side -3 me- nin the op os- 


ite of peaceful intentions and an ed toriul in the .Post which even implies that 


the truce was initiated by the administration, which accented it only after 


Saigon replied favorably to the offer made some time ago by the HU?. 


There was an additional reinforcement of 7,000 troops by the -nited 


States yesterday, reported to bring the total in the land now up to slightly 
over 190,000, seemingly in contradiction with the resident’s state of the union 


mes age in which he then reported 190,000 landed. 


A single story reports, not for the first time, the apparent withdrawal 
of North Vietnamese trooos that had been fighting in the ■-'outh, and at the same time 
conceded the HLF continues to hold the initiative. Presumes bly the AP is correct 
at least on the second count. It would therefore seem to follow that a) the North 


Vietnamese troous exist only or largely dm u nited States releases; bO are in such 


small numbers that their withdrawal would have no detectable sfx influence on 


events; or cj are immediately replaced by experienced IJLF troops. There certainly 


have been no developments that reflect the withdrawal oi thousands (by o.Licisl 


2 


allegations, up to 14,000 and unofficial pe haps 20,000 maximum) of the besy 


trained and equipped soldiers on the other side. 

The President has reiterated his statement that v;e seek no bases in 


Southeast Asia, not do we desire or plan to stateion troops there, a promise echoed 
by all the other administration spokesmen. Yet a front-pahe h adline reads, 

"Vast Bases to Speed Viet Supplies", and the story under it says a billion dollars 


is to be bpent on these "non permanent" bases, including both ports and air, a 
strnage expenditure in the year of the highest budget ever, and but a week after 
the State ofnthe Union Message, if, indeed, the President means what he says, for 
it would then be diffucult to justify such expenditures. Among the bases reported 
is one of the ' i hai Navy, presumeably a none-existent branch of that government and 


certainly not an installation upon which any considerable amount of money could be 


scent, for the Thai navy, that is. 

Still other front-page story reports the signing of a petition to 
inc&ude v hina in a htclear disarmament meeting in Geneva, initiated by Senator 


lastore, who is also ouoted as showing the official policy will not prevent the 
spread of nuclear arms. How anyone could exnect °hina, kept out of the United 
Nations by the United States, whose open policy is on of encirclement of Shins and 
whose military leaders openly proclaim it, frequently adding demands for an 
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attack on h r, in which many politicians, not ‘'11 of the far right, join, jsnii 
to respond affirmatively to such a transparent fraud is hard to under tsnd. 

What g- od will it do China .(who alone has corn itted herself not to be the first 
to use nuclear weapons) to abandon her nuclear capacity just as it is beginning, 
leaving the u nited states with limitless conventional armament, i eluding probably 
more military aviation and naval forces than the rest of the world combined, is 

not suggested or discussed in any v,‘ey by these so Ions. The clear intent here, since 

these Senators .are not fools, is to establish a subsequent propaganda charge that 

and 

^hina was unwilling to disarm when invited to join the international conference, 
refused to. China, undoubtedly, will feel that is she unfit to sit in the u nited 
‘‘■'ations, she is equally unfot for other international association. - r et it must 
at some point and to some one in the givernment seem remarkably inappropriate to 
suggest that the same China that is unfit for the UN is fit for other international 
diplomatic responsibilities, and that, if she is to be invited to such a conference, 

the ocher conferees, if their purpose is at all serious, w.ieh is more than 
doubtful, must respect her willingness to keep her word, else why seek her signature 
on a treaty if she is not ex :ecte to keep her word. And, if she is dependable 
enough to sign and live up to such an important covenant as a nuclear disarmament 

compact, why is she less responsible in the UK*; 
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doming on top of yesterday’s reported increase of almost 13 billions in 


the budget, providing, among other things , for an additional increase of more than 
a hundred thousand soldiers which comes on top of the l ,st increase of sole thin/? 


in the neighborhood of a third of a million men, what indication is there to Hanoi 


and the I'lLF about U* . intf* ntions’. Should they b :liev-i the words of the leaders 


or their actsV 


Here it is appropriate to refer to Schelesinger 1 s candid admission that 


it was the US rearmament that "provoked" similar activity by the USSSR^ • nd the 
word is Schlesingers. He quoted our experts in the 'bite House on this* He further 
said that i was clear the U r SR read US mi , it ary intentions by our budget, and they 


followed each escalation on our part by one on theirs, increasing their expenditure 


on arms following each of our increases. He dia not note a single cose where they 


increased theirs first* 


